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- o Founder & Director,
German NGO SARAM

o Expert Adviser, ISFINK
~ (International Solidarity for
Freedom of Information on

North Korea, Korea)

Hyeon Soo Lim

e Founder & Director,
TMTC (Total Mission
Training Center)

e Senior Pastor (2nd),
Great Light Church,
Canada

e Imprisoned in North
Korea for 31 months

(949 days) before
release

Yuna Jung

e North Korean Defector
Broadcaster & Human
Rights Activist

e CEO, YouTube Channel:
Yuna Jung TV

e Interpretor and assistant to
Jim Rogers

Nicholas Eberstadt

e Henry Wendt Chair in Political
Economy, American Enterprise
Institute (AEI)

e Senior Adviser, National
Bureau of Asian Research
(NBR)

e Member, World Economic
Forum (WEF)

Sang Hyun Song

e 2nd President,
International Criminal
Court (ICC)

e Professor Emeritus,
Seoul National Univ.

e Chair Professor, New
York Univ.

~ Timothy Cho

e NK Defector

e Secretary-General, UK
All-Party Parliamentary
Group on North Korea

e Aide to UK Member of
Parliament Fiona Bruce

e Ran for UK Local Council
Elections three times



NK Insider Forum

22 09:30 - 09:50  Registration
10:00 - 10:30 Opening Ceremony
Oct y
. 10:30-11:05 Mainstage Talks
Morning

Kang Kim (Former Deputy Representative, North Korean Embassy in Russia)
Yumi Kim (North Korean Defector, CEO of Lumina)

Session

11:10 - 12:00  Tech Session: Al for Individual Rights

Calvin Kim (FreedomTech Developer)
- “Using VibeCode for Human Rights™

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch & Networking

Panel Discussion 13:00 - 14:00 22

“Strategies tor Ensuring the Continued Well-being of North Koreans™

Afternoon

Special Performance by K-Pop Singer Sunye 14:00 - 14:30

Mainstage Talks 14:30 - 14:40 | Session

Michael Breen (Consultant, Author, Columnist)

Keynote Lecture 14:40-15:10

"The International Criminal Court and North Korean Human Rights"

Sang-Hyun Song (2nd President of the International Criminal Court)

Closing Remarks 15:10 - 15:20
Contest Awards Ceremony 15:20 - 15:30

Networking 15:30 -
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Keynote Address
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The International Criminal Court and North Korean Human Rights
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Professor Sang—Hyun Song served as the second President of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), making significant contributions to international criminal justice and human rights. He is
Professor Emeritus at Seoul National University School of Law, Chaired Professor at New York
University, and has served as Visiting Professor at Harvard University, the University of Florida, and
other institutions. During his tenure at the ICC, he contributed to UN investigations and discussions
concerning NKHR, and after retirement, he has continued to advocate for improvements in NKHR
at international forums. He has received numerous awards recognizing his achievements in law and
human rights both in Korea and internationally.
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The International Criminal Court and North Korean
Human Rights

Sang—-Hyun Song
Professor Emeritus, Seoul National University School of Law
Second President of the International Criminal Court

1. Introduction

South Korea has long pursued reform and openness in North Korea and sought international
cooperation, primarily through the UN, to address North Korea's grave human rights violations.
However, the establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC) offers a new, potentially
independent channel for accountability. Despite numerous UN resolutions, progress has been
limited. Stronger impact could have been achieved by directly naming Kim Jong-un. The UN’s
2014 Commission of Inquiry (COI) report remains a landmark, asserting that North Korea's

crimes fall under ICC jurisdiction.

2. Reorganization of the International Order on Human Rights and Justice

Post-WW!II developments, including the UN Charter, Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and international criminal tribunals, transformed global norms. Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 16 highlights the importance of justice, peace, and strong institutions. The Rome
Statute, among other international instruments, anchors the principles of human dignity,
accountability, and universal human rights. In particular, protection of women and children
under the ICC framework reflects evolving human rights priorities, especially in countering

authoritarian regimes.

3. SDG 16 and a New Concept of Justice

Justice under SDG 16 is people-centered, going beyond punishment to include victim
support. The ICC’s dual role in retributive and reparative justice is a pioneering model, offering
victims participation and support through mechanisms like the Trust Fund for Victims. This is a
transformative contribution to global justice and human rights protection.

4. Sharing the Cost of Justice

To ensure justice supports development, international aid should be linked to the recipient
country's legal infrastructure. The ICC must cooperate with development institutions like
the World Bank and UNDP. Song proposes the establishment of norms ensuring the cost of
international justice is shared globally.



5. SDG 16 and a New Concept of Peace

There can be no lasting peace without international criminal justice. The ICC acts when states
are unable or unwilling to prosecute crimes such as war, genocide, aggression, and crimes '
against humanity. National judicial capacity is crucial for the ICC's complementary role.

6. The Role and Future Direction of the ICC

6.1 Historical Background

The ICC emerged after decades of ad hoc tribunals with limitations. Adopted in 1998, the
Rome Statute created the first permanent international criminal court.

6.2 Korea's Role

Korea played a major role in the Rome Statute’s drafting and ratified it in 2002. Song was
elected the second President of the ICC and emphasized victim support, outreach, and judicial
independence during his tenure.

6.3 A Global Justice System

The ICC now anchors a global network of legal and institutional cooperation involving states,
NGOs. and international bodies. The Rome Statute reflects humanity’s resolve to prevent and
punish crimes that shock the conscience of humanity.

7. The ICC and the North Korea Issue
7.1 Ineffective Petitions

Despite many petitions from NGOs, under the Rome Statute, referrals must come from states |
or the UN Security Council. The ICC Prosecutor cannot act on NGO complaints alone.

7.2 Failed Investigations
Past ICC efforts to investigate North Korean attacks (Cheonan sinking, Yeonpyeong shelling)
were flawed and ultimately dropped due to poor preparation and lack of cooperation.

7.3 New Opportunity: North Korea's Support for Russia in Ukraine
North Korea's military aid to Russia provides a new legal basis for ICC action. Ukraine, as an
ICC member, could refer Kim Jong—un under Article 25 for aiding an aggressor. If Ukraine acts,
it could prompt ICC prosecution. Alternatively, the Prosecutor could act on their own initiative

(proprio motu).

7.4 Crimes Against Humanity
If referrals for aggression fail, North Korea's internal human rights abuses—documented by
the COl—could be prosecuted under Article 7 of the Rome Statute. Violations include torture,
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executions, discrimination, abductions, and more.

7.5 Lessons from Putin and Netanyahu Cases

Putin’s ICC arrest warrant demonstrates the symbolic and practical power of ICC action. A
similar warrant for Kim Jong-un would profoundly isolate him diplomatically and symbolically
label him a war criminal for life.

8. International Importance of the North Korean Human Rights Issue

Despite multiple UN resolutions, little progress has been made. North Korea’s human rights
Issues are being deprioritized in favor of nuclear concerns. By contrast, Ukraine’s war crimes
documentation sets an example of how to preserve evidence for future justice. Just as Nazi
crimes were eventually prosecuted, so too may the crimes of authoritarian regimes like North

Korea.

9. Conclusion

The ICC is a historic advancement in global justice, embodying the rule of law and
accountability for grave crimes. It faces ongoing challenges—limited jurisdiction, political
pressure, and voluntary cooperation—but maintains global support. The ICC should be
leveraged to address North Korea's crimes and expand international efforts against impunity.
The North Korean human rights crisis is a global issue that demands a coordinated international
legal response.



